Adaptations vs. Individual Program Plan Handout

Adaptations are strategies and/or resources to accommodate the learning needs of an individual student.  They are planned, implemented and evaluated to enable the student to achieve the public school curriculum outcomes, with no changes to the curriculum outcomes.  Adaptations may include one or more of the following strategies or resources (see attached handout).

How do we know when a student requires adaptations?

A student requires documented adaptations when he/she demonstrates a need for specific strategies and/or resources in order to meet the outcomes of the curriculum (above what the teacher does for the whole class) or to meet the enhanced capacities of the learner.

What are the procedures for documenting and reviewing adaptations?
Adaptations must be documented and placed in  the student cumulative record.  They require monitoring and evaluation throughout the school year to determine if they are assisting the student in achieving the curriculum outcomes.  When monitoring and evaluating the team should consider the possibility of adding and/or reducing the dependency or eliminating the adaptation, especially if it is not helping them meet the outcomes. 

When do students go on IPP’s
If a student is unable to meet the public school curriculum outcomes even with all available adaptations, then an individual program plan (IPP), based on the student’s specific strengths and needs, is developed.  In other words, if a student is very weak in their math or English skills, but are able to meet the outcomes with reduced leveled reading material, or pre-teaching of concepts then they do not meet the criteria for an IPP.
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