Unit 3 Decades of Change

Chapter 6 – Prosperity and Depression

World War I ended in 1918. The end of the war marked the beginning of many changes in Canada. At first, the economy suffered – why?
· buyers of Canadian war goods no longer needed them

· fewer jobs

· higher prices

However, the economy did recover and there was a period of growth. Growth was experienced in agriculture, mining, and manufacturing and trade with the United States increased.

The Maritimes experienced slower growth – why?


- Shipbuilding declined


- Tariffs and freight rates worked against maritime producers


- electricity took longer to reach many areas.

The 1920s are often referred to as “The Roaring 20s”, but not everyone experienced the same prosperity:

The Haves

(people who experienced prosperity)

· wages increased, more $ to spend

· ‘instalment plans’, credit

· few worries about debt

· cars were popular (1923 Ford $440)

· travel increased

· telephones – access increased

· electric appliances (stove, toaster)

· increase in sports and leisure

· new forms of entertainment

The Have-Nots

(people who did not experience prosperity)

“working poor’

· Rural: still relied on bartering, fewer conveniences

· Urban: often without services (electricity, phones), jobs

Some groups were particularly disadvantaged:

· African-Canadians

· Asian-Canadians

· Women

· Some worked but were paid less$

· Few jobs available

· Few women attended university

· Children

· Despite child labour laws, many left school to work

· Aboriginal peoples

· Discrimination

· Forced assimilation

· Residential schools

· Loss of culture
