Design 11

Shading Techniques

Introduction:

Now that you’ve had some practice with freehand drawing, let’s focus our attention on shading.  Please consider some of the conclusions made by artist, Rebekah Lynn.  Her website can be found at: www.rebekahlynn.com
When it all comes down to it....form is nothing but a bunch of shadows and highlights.  The light of the sun on an object and the shadow the light creates is what defines its shape.  Without those contrasts no shape can be seen at all.

Shading is really hard for a lot of artists.  Yah, sure, the sun can create shadows with the most masterful ease, but when it's time for the artist to pick up a pencil and do the same thing....well, mastery doesn't come so easily.

Your pencil is capable of making hundreds of different shades of grey; from the most dark ebony, to barely there.  Now, pressure is what determines what shade your pencil will draw.  I refer to pressure as being just how hard you press on your pencil.  When you learn to control that pressure, your shading quality will do new and interesting things you may not even have thought possible.
Assignment:
1. Your first exercise is called “A Different Shade of Pale” (see page 2 of this assignment).  As per the instructions at the top of the sheet, you must duplicate the greyscale table on a separate sheet of paper.
2. The next few shading activities can be found online.  Go to the following website: www.technologystudent.com and then click on the “Graphics” section.  You will need your coloured pencils for these exercises.  

WHEN COMPLETING THE FOLLOWING EXERCISES, PLEASE KEEP YOUR COLOUR SCHEME CONSISTENT (IF YOU ARE USING BLUE SHADES FOR ONE EXERCISE, STICK WITH SHADES OF BLUE).

3. Under the “Coloured Pencils” section, click on # 1 - Simple Shading Techniques - Flat Surfaces - (Plastics and Metals), read through the instructions.  Now on plain white paper, sketch 4 cubes (2 per page).  Try each of the following shading techniques:
a. Two tone shading

b. Three tone shading

c. Three tone shading with lighting technique (radial)
d. Shading using parallel lines

4. Now, move on to #2 - Simple Shading Techniques - Curved Surfaces - (Plastics and Metals), read through the instructions.  On plain white paper, sketch 4 cylinders (again, 2 per page).  Try each of the following shading techniques on the cylinders:
a. Simple shading (half way around cylinder)

b. Combination of techniques (as seen on T-shaped cylinder)
c. Parallel line technique (lines only)
d. Parallel lines with shading behind lines

5. Read through section # 3 - Examples of Simple Shading Techniques (Plastics). Using a separate piece of 8 ½” X 11” paper for each, complete drawing/shading exercises – hair dryer and bottles.
Assessment: 20 points
1. Name and date on each page  (4 points)
3. Exercises labelled (3 points)
2. Pages numbered  (3 points)

4. Understanding of shading techniques (10 points)
A Different Shade of Pale – Part 1 of Shading Techniques
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Create a table as below using a blank sheet of paper and a pencil.  This is a practice for shading exercises that will follow.

	
	0 % Black

	
	10% Black

	
	20% Black

	
	30% Black

	
	40% Black

	
	50% Black

	
	60% Black

	
	70% Black

	
	80% Black

	
	90% Black

	
	100% Black


