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Kites have long since been used as a form of celebration in many countries around the world. In Japan kites were originally used for practical purposes. Kites allowed construction workers to lift materials from the ground to the tops of temples and shrines. Some criminals even used man-carrying kites to conduct illegal activities, such as stealing golden tiles from the tops of these very high temples. Today, kites come in all different shapes and sizes and are used for leisure activities such as kitesurfing or kiteboarding. 
In Japan and all over the world, the design of and on a kite has a very personal meaning. For example, at harvest festivals kites are flown with stalks of rice attached as a symbolic offering of thanks for a good crop. Others are decorated with the face of a demon and would act as a talisman against evil. One of the most famous kite festivals is in Hamamatsu where kite teams battle against each other whilst over 2,000,000 spectators look on.

Your objective: Research, design, and create a single or multi-tethered kite that is a combination of both form and function. This means it MUST be able to fly and look nice at the same time.
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Students will be responsible for all materials that they choose to use to build their kite. 
Suggested materials: 1/8” wooden dowels(Cdn. Tire), fishing line or twine, one fishing-swivel, Strong tape, wood-glue or glue sticks for glue guns, and acrylic paint. The material for the sail of the kite CANNOT BE A PLASTIC GARBAGE BAG, or anything not-biodegradable. Recommend parchment paper or cut up paper bags. 
STEP I : RESEARCH (Individual) (Name and Date on each page) RESEARCH DUE: TUE, MARCH 30   
1. Find at least THREE websites that you can gather information from.

2. Some of the information you find must include: 

a) What is a kite? What are some types of kites? What are the essential characteristics of a kite?

b) What makes kites fly? What materials can be used for the kite?
3. Cite your sources!

4. A basic labelled diagram of a simple diamond-shaped kite. If you cannot find one with the essential characteristics labelled, simply draw one and label it. This should be done on a separate sheet of paper or the backside of your research sheet.
STEP II: Preliminary Sketches and Themes (Individual) (Name and Date on each page)                SKETCHES DUE: THUR, APRIL 1   

1. Prepare THREE preliminary (rough) sketches of kite designs that you would like to create. Make a list of the materials you plan on using for each design. Be sure you have three themes for your kites.
NOTE: YOU WILL NEED ALL CONSTRUCTION MATERIALS FOR MONDAY, APRIL 6.
STEP III Refined Sketches and Construction (Pair up and choose the kite you will construct)           REFINED SKETCHES DUE: TUE, APR 6 
1. Refine your designs and include measurements of all aspects of the kite. Label your materials. This should be a technical drawing similar to one you might find in an instruction manual. 

2. Of your six design sketches choose ONE to use for your scale prototype. The KITE MUST BE LARGER THAN AN 11x17 SHEET OF PAPER.

NOTE: If there are multiple pieces to your kite you must include sketches of each individual part
REMEMBER: Your kite must also be decorative. Take your time and have a little fun!                              KITES DUE: FRI, APRIL 9 
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5 BONUS POINTS will be awarded for the most technical kite design, the most creative decorative design, the most unusual design. Bonus points will only be awarded IF these kites fly for more than 60 seconds.
	Evaluation

	STEP
	Criteria
	Points

	SI - Research
	1. Three sites
	/6

	 
	2. a
	/3

	DUE MARCH 30
	2. b
	/2

	 
	3. Cited Sources
	/3

	 
	4. Labelled Diagram
	/5

	
	
	
	
	

	SII - Rough Sketches
	Theme
	/1
	/1
	/1

	 
	Name
	/1
	/1
	/1

	DUE APRIL 1
	Date
	/1
	/1
	/1

	 
	Title
	/1
	/1
	/1

	 
	Materials
	/1
	/1
	/1

	
	
	
	
	

	SIII - Refined Sketch
	Theme
	/1

	 
	Name
	/1

	DUE APRIL 6
	Date
	/1

	 
	Title
	/1

	 
	Materials
	/1

	 
	Measurements: Body & Tail
	/2

	 
	Complete Kite Shown
	/4

	 
	Use of Ruler
	/1

	 
	Overall Quality
	/3

	
	
	
	
	

	SIV - Finished Product
	Appropriate Size
	/2

	 
	Appropriate Materials
	/2

	DUE APRIL 9
	Appropriate Theme
	/2

	 
	Complete
	/4

	 
	Achieve Flight 
	/1

	
	Total
	
	/50
	



Go Fly a Kite!








