Chinese New Year Poster 
Your assignment is to make a poster to celebrate Chinese New Year and hopefully you will learn a little about this wonderful old culture in the process!
Instructions:

· Read through the info below and come back to these instructions

· Go to the links provided and find out what your name looks like in Mandarin. There are many languages spoken in China and Mandarin is the most common. The links are back on Mr. Little’s site.

· Google image the animal that your year of birth represents. Example: “Chinese zodiac year of the ​​​_____“

· Make a poster by combining your Mandarin name, your given name and the zodiac animal picture that represents the year you were born. North American culture has a similar custom to the Zodiac called Astrological signs.
· Click the Celebrations button on Mr. Little’s site for more on Asian cultures

Chinese Lanterns 
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Lanterns often decorate the front of a traditional Chinese home and in many cases have the family name on them. 

Chinese New Year 
For 2012

 is 

January 23rd
The Lunar New Year is the most important festival in the Chinese calendar. 

It marks the start of the new year and is a time when families get together.
	2007 
	Feb. 18

	2008 
	Feb. 7

	2009 
	Jan. 26

	2010 
	Feb. 14

	2011 
	Feb. 3

	2012 
	Jan. 23

	2013 
	Feb. 10


The animals of the Chinese Year
Chinese years are named after one of twelve animals. People born in the appropriate year are said to have the personality of the animal:
	Rat
	 2008
	1924 
	1936 
	1948 
	1960 
	1972 
	1984 
	1996 

	Ox 
	 2009
	1925 
	1937 
	1949 
	1961 
	1973 
	1985 
	1997 

	Tiger 
	 2010
	1926 
	1938 
	1950 
	1962 
	1974 
	1986 
	1998 

	Rabbit 
	 2011
	1927 
	1939 
	1951 
	1963 
	1975 
	1987 
	1999 

	Dragon 
	 2012
	1928 
	1940 
	1952 
	1964 
	1976 
	1988 
	2000 

	Snake 
	 2013
	1929 
	1941 
	1953 
	1965 
	1977 
	1989 
	2001 

	Horse 
	 2014
	1930 
	1942 
	1954 
	1966 
	1978 
	1990 
	2002 

	Ram
	 2015
	1931 
	1943 
	1955 
	1967 
	1979 
	1991 
	2003 

	Monkey 
	 2016
	1932 
	1944 
	1956 
	1968 
	1980 
	1992 
	2004 

	Rooster 
	 2017
	1933 
	1945 
	1957 
	1969 
	1981 
	1993 
	2005 

	Dog 
	 2018
	1934 
	1946 
	1958 
	1970 
	1982 
	1994 
	2006 

	Pig
	 2019
	1935 
	1947 
	1959 
	1971 
	1983 
	1995 
	2007 


	Legend has it that in ancient times, Buddha asked all the animals to meet him on Chinese New Year. Twelve came, and Buddha named a year after each one. He announced that the people born in each animal's year would have some of that animal's personality.

	Rats: are cheerful, charming and welcome everywhere

	Oxen: are hardworking and patient

	Tigers: have a forceful personality and are adventurous and confident

	Rabbits: are home lovers, peaceable and sociable

	Dragons: have strong personalities, love their freedom and hate routine

	Snakes: are sensitive with a strong sense of responsibility

	Horses: are hardworking, admirable and ambitious

	Rams: are gentle, caring and achieve what they want by kindness

	Monkeys: are charming, cheeky and clever

	Roosters: are faithful to family and friends

	Dogs: are loyal and caring with a fearless streak

	Pigs: are peace loving, trusting and strong

	


Chinese Red Envelopes
At Chinese New Year presents of money are given in red envelopes with good luck characters on them. Presents of money given in red envelopes must not be refused. 

Immediate family give presents to children on New Year's Eve - this is called Ya Sui Qian - which means 'suppressing age money' - it is meant to stop the children getting older. this comes from the tradition that everyone becomes one year older on New Year's Day.


Red is a lucky colour and will bring good luck to the person receiving the gift.
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	New Years Eve Holidays

This is the time of preparation and for eating a big family meal. Red envelopes containing money are given to children in the immediate family.

All the family stay up all night to welcome in the New Year. Firecrackers are set off at midnight.

This is followed by 15 days of celebration.
 

	Day 1: Chickens Day (New Years Day)
The day for worshipping ancestors and gods, visiting close relatives and giving and receiving red envelopes.
 

	Day 2: Dogs Day
More visits to friends and relatives
 

	Day 3: Sheep's day
The day for visiting Buddhist temples
 

	Day 4: Pig's Day
The day when married daughters visit their parents
 

	Day 5: Ox's Day (Day of the God of Wealth)
The taboos end on this day. All the rubbish may be thrown
 out without fear of throwing away good luck or wealth
 

	Day 6: Horse's Day
Businesses re-open
 

	Day 7: Man's Day
Traditionally everyone gains a year on this day
 

	Day 8: Grain Day
All the stars come down to earth on this day, which is set aside to welcome them in the Daoist temples
 

	Day 9: The Jade Emperor's birthday
Sacrifices are made to Heaven in the Daoist temples.
 

	Days 10-14: preparations are made for:
 

	Day 15: The Lantern Festival
As well as Dragon and Lion dances there may be parades of traditional costumes, acrobatics and operas. at night people visit displays of lanterns.


