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Reasoning and Philosophy:
Theory of Knowledge is a required course within in the IB diploma curriculum. 
 
Theory of Knowledge (TOK) is referred to as the “parenthesis” of the IB Diploma. It is found in the center part of the IB circle – connecting all courses together
 
“IB wants to foster critical thinking, reflection (within yourself and through CAS). It also wants to educate the whole person through intellectual, personal, emotional and social learning, and to value human diversity using a student centered philosophy. “
 
“The course challenges students to question the bases of knowledge, 
to be aware of subjective and ideological biases and to develop the 
ability to analyze evidence that is expressed in rational argument.”
 
And, it will be fun and new!!

 
TOK will expose you to a new way of looking at things. It may be a little strange at first, but if things are not new to us sometimes, we don’t grow! 
 
 Here are some questions you will think about during the course:

What is Knowledge?
            What do I believe in?
            What are my reasons for believing? 
            Are those reasons good ones? 
            Question your pre-conceptions – do not attack them or try to prove them wrong. 
 

 

 

 
 
 
Curriculum Areas: 
I intend to divide the course into the following topic areas: 
Semester 1                   Knowledge – How Do We Know? 
                                    Perception
                                    Language
                                    Reason 
                                    Emotion
                                    Math
                                    Science
                                    Presentation
 
Semester 2                    Review Group 1
Practice TOK essays
                                    History             
TOK essay
                                    Ethics
                                    The Arts

THIS COURSE OUTLINE IS SUBJECT TO CHANGE.
 

 Course Assessment:
You will have to complete TWO assessment tasks to fulfil the Diploma Programme requirements for TOK: 
 
        a TOK presentation in your own classroom: worth 40% of final mark
       Prepare a TOK essay on one of ten titles from a list that the IBO publishes for the session for which you are registered. Worth 60 % of final mark
        Knowledge issues. Will contribute to in-class Prince Andrew mark 
 
Grades are given in the form of E (lowest) to A (highest) using a matrices grid. TOK is not assessed under exam conditions like your other courses. The matrix grid converts the combined letter grades for TOK and the extended essay into a points score from 0 to 3. This will become clearer as the course continues. 
 
You will have lots of time to work on your TOK assessments, if you want to take it. 
 
Presentation:

Although you cannot redo the same presentation to try to improve your mark, Mr. Stewart will provide you with as many opportunities as time and scheduling permit to do presentations as an integral part of the TOK classroom experience. It is likely that you will have more than one chance to do a presentation. 
 
The presentation assessment is made up of one 10-minute presentation on a knowledge issue that may be done in small groups and then followed by a class discussion. The time limit is longer if groups have more than one person in them. Topics can be chosen by the individuals or groups but are not related to the essay topics.
 
You can also expect that by witnessing your classmates’ presentations and participating in the class discussions they provoke, over time you will form a clearer and more complete picture of what a good TOK presentation looks like. 
 
The TOK presentation is an “internal assessment”. In other words, Mr. Stewart will decide the appropriate mark using the pre-established IB descriptors and submit that mark to the IBO. If you do more than one presentation, he will send in the highest mark achieved. You will be marked individually even if you present in a group. 
 
 
Essay: 

You may write as many drafts of your TOK essay as you desire (and the school deadlines permit). Mr. Stewart is not allowed to make detailed comments on a draft, but he is allowed to give you general guidance. You are also permitted to exchange drafts with your classmates for general advice. The essay is written outside of class time. 
 
The TOK essay is an “external assessment”. In other words, your school will send your final essay to an external assessor, who is a TOK teacher or former TOK teacher, or someone such as a university professor familiar with TOK. The assessor will decide the appropriate mark using the very same descriptors that you’re using for the essay. 
 
The essay must be 1200-1600 words in length. It is important to note that students must do both assessments (presentation and external TOK essay) to receive the diploma. Deadlines for the presentation and essay are ROCK SOLID, so time management in these instances is absolutely important. The IBO will not accept late submissions. 
 
 
      Knowledge Issues: 
      These topics will be woven into our daily activities and projects. Knowledge issues are specific kinds of issues. They elicit discussion or even debate. Many knowledge issues will attract a curious mind and invite exploration and argument. Knowledge issues direct that questioning approach toward knowledge itself. 
 

(portions of this guide have been taken from (Theory of Knowledge, Dombrowski et al, 2007). 
