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Drama 12: Theatre Arts is modeled on the work of a theatre company. The main focus of this theatre company (class) is to produce a season of theatre in a given community. Throughout the course there will be several theatre productions that will give each student the opportunity to write, direct, and act. The course attempts to nurture the artistic development of all students in it, and also to allow students to explore ideas, concepts, and productions that interest them in relation to theatre, drama, and art. 

Drama 12: Theatre Arts is an Academic course credit. Each student will be expected to participate fully in all activities and in any theatre / performance opportunities, some of which may occur outside of class time. 

Specific Course Outcomes
The course outcomes define what a student is expected to know, demonstrate, and understand, as a result of a learning experience. Through their work in Drama 12, it is expected that students will:

· Explore, challenge, develop, and express ideas, using the skills, language, techniques, and processes of the arts.
· Create and present collaboratively and independently, expressive products in the arts for a range of audiences and purposes.

· Demonstrate critical awareness of and value for the role of the arts in creating and reflecting culture.
· Respect the contributions to the arts of individuals and cultural groups in local and global contexts, and value the arts as a record of human experience and expression.

· Examine the relationship among the arts, societies, and environments.
· Apply critical thinking and problem solving strategies to reflect on and respond to their and others’ expressive works.

· Understand the role of technologies in creating and responding to expressive works.
· Analyze the relationship between artistic intent and expressive work.

	Guiding Principles of Drama 12

· All students must be involved in the collaborative process.

· All students must be involved in every aspect of production.

· All students must produce a piece of theatre for an audience other than the class.

· Each student must write a performance piece.
	
	Semester Evaluation

Journals & Portfolio
35%

Production Assignments
55% 

Studio Work
10%

Total
100%

	
	
	


	
	1. Attend class regularly, and on time, as indicated in the school attendance policy.

2. Dress appropriately for the physical demands of drama activities. 

3. Participate fully in each assignment, task, and activity 

4. Cooperate with and are respectful of other group and class members

5. Take risks within the context of each activity

6. Use and share talents & skills within the context of the drama activities.

7. Demonstrate the skills of Commitment, Concentration and Focus at a high level.

8. Reflect on their work and its effect on themselves in class and in the world.


Assessment and Evaluation

Production Assignments (including Major Performance / Workshop Pieces)

Throughout the semester you will be required to complete a variety of large and small projects and assignments that you will (hopefully) find to be fun and worthwhile learning experiences. These assignments may take the form of presentations to the class, performances for a variety of audiences, group projects, or individual activities.

We will also be working on major performance projects that will be presented to audiences beyond the walls of our classroom. These projects will require us to visit other schools or venues, and to perform up to FOUR evenings (and up to four after school rehearsals) outside of class time! All performance dates will be announced well in advance to give students time to arrange their schedules to be present. Students are expected to participate fully in these performance projects and these projects are mandatory!

Journals & Portfolio 

Each student will keep a journal of his / her participation in drama and theatre-related experiences. This is an ongoing assignment that will continue throughout the semester, and journals will be submitted for evaluation on a regular basis. As well, students will be expected to develop a portfolio that documents their development as a theatre practitioner. Classroom time will sometimes be used to work on your journals and portfolio (so bring a pen every day), but a great deal of the creation of this work will be done outside of class. Guidance and assistance with this assignment will be provided along the way. You will be expected to submit excerpts of your Portfolio for evaluation during the semester. As well, you will be expected to sum up your development and growth as a theatre practitioner through a final submission of this Portfolio at the end of the course.

Studio Work

As in previous drama courses, Drama 12: Theatre Arts is about participation and learning through experience. Drama 12 is a studio course, which means that a great deal of work is done during class time. Attendance is imperative! Your full participation in class activities is essential and expected. Students will be evaluated on a positive engagement in tasks, on-task attention, energy and a willingness to cooperate with your fellow company members.

Contact Information

Please feel free to contact Ms. Grady via email at gradyj@staff.ednet.ns.ca (preferred method), or by phone at 464-5220 (extension 7601315). My website (http://hrsbstaff.ednet.ns.ca/gradyj) is also a valuable tool you can use to keep up on what is happening in class.

If you have any questions, need to talk or require help with assignments, feel free to come see me. I am usually available for a while each day after school and some lunch hours. 
Parent / Guardian Communication

Parents / Guardians are asked to complete the Student Contract & Parent / Guardian Communication Form with your son / daughter and return it to Mr Grady as soon as possible.
Drama 12: Theatre Arts

Student Contract & Parent / Guardian Communication Form

Drama 12: Theatre Arts is a very exciting Academic course at Cole Harbour District High School that gives the students several opportunities to perform for the school community. There will be several major productions mounted during this term that will take place outside of classroom time. These productions will give Drama 12 students the opportunity to meet the course outcomes with regards to writing, directing, acting and producing their own theatre pieces to a variety of audiences.

Students are expected to be available for approximately four evening performances and four after school rehearsals. Advance notification of these dates will be given. Missing these rehearsals and performance opportunities will immediately reduce your mark by 50% for that assignment. 

This course outline is designed to let students and their Parents / Guardians understand the expectations of Drama 12. It is a course that challenges the students in different ways than other subject areas, and is designed to be an experiential learning course. If the students don’t get involved, then they won’t gain anything from the course, so consistent end enthusiastic participation is encouraged and expected. 

Contact Me:
Jonathan Grady

Drama 12: Theatre Arts Teacher

gradyj@staff.ednet.ns.ca

464-5220 (extension 7601315)

Website Address: http://hrsbstaff.ednet.ns.ca/gradyj

Please read this course outline and return it signed by _____________________.
(


Drama 12: Theatre Arts

Student Contract & Parent / Guardian Communication Form

I have read this course outline and understand the expectations that are placed upon my son / daughter in Drama 12: Theatre Arts
Name of student (please print): 


Signature of student:


Name of parent/guardian (please print):


Signature of parent/guardian:


Telephone (daytime):


Parent / Guardian e-mail:
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