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Drama 11 is a course that builds on the learning experiences provided through Drama 10. Students will have more opportunities to explore movement and speech and to combine these in a greater range of dramatic forms. 

The emphasis in Drama 11 is on the process of creating script and bringing the script to production. The Theatre Component within Drama 11 culminates in the production of created text. The elements of theatre production and the skills required for presentation, including acting skills, will also be explored. 
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Students in the Drama 11 program can expect to experiment with many dramatic forms and text creation. Each student will be expected to participate fully in all activities and in any theatre / performance opportunities. 

Specific Course Outcomes
These course outcomes define what a student is expected to know, demonstrate, and understand, as a result of a learning experience. Through their work in Drama 11, it is expected that students will:

· demonstrate personal growth through drama.

· use drama to explore, formulate and express ideas, perceptions and feelings.

· be able to respond with critical awareness to their own work and to the work of others.

· address problems and make decisions relating to their drama work.

· value cultural diversity and be able to demonstrate respect for cultural diversity in the drama context.

· be able to interpret how drama celebrates, comments on and questions issues and events in cultural and historical contexts.

	These outcomes are addressed through four components: 

Foundation: The foundation component focuses on the building of student confidence and trust and the creation of a supportive learning environment. Students are introduced to the essential elements of movement and speech.

Movement: The movement component extends the foundation experiences and focuses on use of the body – exploring space and being aware of time while interpreting and expressing self without relying on the voice.

Speech: The speech component focuses on the speaking voice to meet the demands of communication. It examines interpretation and control of vocal delivery and acknowledges the importance of listening critically. The speech component enables the student to learn more about the voice and how to use it to enhance communication skills.

Theatre: This component enables students to bring together all of their learnings in drama and theatre in the development of a theatre piece or script. A collage, a collective, a drama symphony, and forum theatre are possible forms which can be pursued for performance purposes.
	
	Semester  

Evaluation

Class Work

Assignments, Performances, Journal Portfolio, Studio Work & Final Reflection
40%

Major Performance Pieces


Collective
15%

Elementary Workshop
15%

Festival of Plays
15%

Terminal Assessment
15%

Total
100%

	
	
	


Extra Help, Approaching Mr. Grady and other stuff

If you have any questions, need help with assignments, or just want to chat, feel free to do so. I will usually be available for a while each day after school and some lunchhours. 
	
	1. Attend class regularly as indicated in the school attendance policy.
2. Dress appropriately for the physical demands of drama activities. (Sweats, loose clothes, sneakers are expected. Please do not wear coats, hats or clothing that is constrictive or revealing.)
3. Participate fully in each assignment, task, and activity 
4. Cooperate with and are respectful of other group and class members
5. Take risks within the context of each activity
6. Use and share talents / skills within the context of the drama activities.

7. Demonstrate the skills of Commitment, Concentration and Focus at a high level.


Assessment and Evaluation

Assignments and Performances

Throughout the semester you will be required to complete a variety of large and small projects and assignments that you will (hopefully) find to be fun and worthwhile learning experiences. These assignments may take the form of presentations to the class, performances for a variety of audiences, group projects, or individual activities.

Journal Portfolio 

Each student will keep an ongoing journal portfolio of his / her participation in drama and theatre-related experiences. This is an ongoing assignment that will continue throughout the semester. Classroom time will sometimes be used to work on your portfolio (so bring a pen every day). Guidance and assistance with this assignment will be provided along the way. You will also be expected to sum up you’re your development in theatre through a Final Reflection at the end of the course.

Studio Work

As in Drama 10, Drama 11 is about participation and learning through experience. If you don’t participate in the activities, you won't learn anything worth remembering. Drama 11 is a studio course, which means that much of the work is done during class time.  The advantage of this is that there is not a large homework requirement.  The disadvantage of this is that attendance is imperative! Your full participation in class activities is essential and expected. Students will be evaluated on a positive engagement in tasks, on-task attention, energy and a willingness to cooperate with your fellow performers.

Major Performance / Workshop Pieces

The emphasis in Drama 11 is on the process of creating script and bringing this script to production. To this end, we will be working on three major performance projects that will be presented to audiences beyond the walls of our classroom. The first is a performance / workshop to be delivered to elementary school students. The second project is a collective piece often designed in cooperation with the school’s public health nurse to be presented to a junior high school audience. The final piece is a festival of short student-written and directed plays for a general audience. These projects will require us to visit other schools, and to perform up to TWO evenings outside of class time (one in November / December and one in January). All performance dates will be announced well in advance.

Terminal Assessment Event

The final “exam” will consist of a performance piece developed in consultation with Mr Grady.

Parent / Guardian Communication

This course outline is designed to let the students and their Parent / Guardians understand the expectations of Drama 11. It is a course that challenges the students in different ways than other subject areas, and is designed to be an experiential learning course. If the students don’t get involved, then they won’t gain anything from the course, so participation is encouraged and expected. Please feel free to contact Mr Grady at 464-5220 (extension 7601315), via email at gradyj@staff.ednet.ns.ca or on the web at http://hrsbstaff.ednet.ns.ca/gradyj.
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