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Stage Basics…

Blocking: Blocking has two different meanings. Which one a director is referring to will be obvious by the context in which he/she is speaking. The first definition occurs during most rehearsals. This Blocking refers to the director telling you when and where to move onstage. The other definition refers to an actor Blocking another actor. This simply means that one actor is standing in a way in which the other actor cannot be seen. The second definition is used much less than the first.

Body Positions: Terms that describe how directly the actor is facing the audience, as shown in the following:
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Cheat Out or Open Up: This is simply a request made for the actor to face more toward the audience. Although it is natural for people to face each other in real life, onstage the actor needs to make sure the audience can see and hear him/her.

Countering: This phrase coincides with the second definition of Blocking. When an actor is onstage and then another actor ends up standing in a way which blocks the audience's view of the first actor, then the first actor should move so that he/she can be seen again. It typically just involves moving to one side or the other. This is called countering.

Crossing Stage: When two or more actors cross the stage, the actor closest to the audience (downstage actor) should slightly trail the other actor, so as not to block that actor, as shown below. When you turn on stage, turn so you face the audience during your turn.

Cue: A cue is a signal to begin movement or speaking. 

Dialogue: Words spoken onstage.

Gestures: Movements, usually of the arm, that help to address an idea or feeling. Use the arm farthest from the audience (upstage arm) for gestures or reaching. If you kneel on one knee, kneel on the upstage knee. 


Projection: When a director asks you to project your voice, it isn't merely a matter of speaking louder, you must speak in a controlled voice so that the audience can hear you. 

Props: An object handled by an actor onstage. This can be anything from a Set prop (an object that is part of the set - on the stage itself - such as a chair) to a Hand prop (an object which can be easily held in your hand - such as a hand-held mirror or a pen).

Set: The actual pieces of furniture, platforms or other items (or their lack) on the stage.

Stage Areas: For convenience, the acting area is divided into nine areas as shown below:
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Upstage Right (USR or UR)
Upstage Center (USC or UC)
Upstage Left (USL or UL)

Center Stage Right (CSR or CR)
Center Stage (CS)
Center Stage Left (CSL or CL)

Downstage Right (DSR or DR)
Downstage Center (DSC or DC)
Downstage Left (DSL or DL)

 

The sides of the stage are the Stage Right Wing and Stage Left Wing Backstage is, obviously, the area behind the stage areas

The direction of each area is from the actor's point-of-view. So when an actor is told to move Stage Right, he/she moves to his/her right.

 


THEATRICAL LOGIC

In is down, down is front; Out is up, up is back; Off is out, on is in;

and of course -

Right is left, and left is right.

A drop shouldn't and

A block and fall does neither.

A prop doesn't and

A cove has no water.

Tripping is okay;

A running crew rarely gets anywhere; A purchase line will buy you nothing;

A trap will not catch anything and

A gridiron has nothing to do with football.

Strike is work (IN FACT, A LOT OF WORK) and

A green room, thank God, usually isn't. Now you are fully versed in

Theatrical Terms -

"Break A Leg..."

BUT NOT REALLY!
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