Julius Caesar - Act IV

Act IV, sc. i

1.What condition must Octavius and Antony agree to if they kill Lepidus’ brother?

2. Where is Lepidus going? What is he going to do?

3. What evidence is there on page 65 to suggest that Antony does not respect Lepidus?

4. What evidence is there to suggest that Antony is older than Octavius?

5. If Antony has little respect for Lepidus, why does he include him in his plans?

6. What two analogies does Antony use to describe Lepidus’ character?

Act Iv, sc. ii

1. How did Cassius receive Lucilius? (line 15)

2. Paraphrase lines 20-21.

3. Paraphrase lines 22-27.

4. What suggestion does Brutus make to Cassius? Why?

Act Iv, sc. iii

1. Why is Cassius upset?

2. What does Brutus accuse Cassius of?

3. Paraphrase lines 15-16.

4. “I had rather be a dog, and bay the moon, 

      Than such a Roman.”

What kind of Roman is Brutus talking about?

5. How does Brutus react to Cassius’ anger?

6. What has Cassius done that he “should be sorry for”?

7. What evidence is there to suggest that Brutus is an honourable man on page 72?

8. What does Cassius say in his defence when Brutus accuses him of denying Brutus gold?

9. Do you agree with the line, “A friend should bear his friend’s infirmities”? Explain.

10. List two examples that demonstrate Brutus’ straightforward nature.

11. Why is Cassius weary of the world?

12. What does Cassius offer to Brutus?

13. What analogy does Brutus use to describe Cassius’ hotheaded nature?

14. Why did Brutus become so angry with the poet?

15. How did Portia die?

16. Where are Octavius and Mark Antony heading?

17. What is the discrepancy between Messala’s letters and Brutus’ letters?

18. Why does Cassius resist the idea of marching to Phillipi?

19. What are Brutus’ reasons for marching to Phillipi?

20. Paraphrase the following quote:

There is a tide in the affairs of men,

Which, taken at the flood, leads on to fortune;

Omitted, all the voyage of their life

Is bound in shallows and in miseries,

And we must take the current when it serves,

Or lose our ventures.

21. List two examples of personification on page 79.

22. Who appears to Brutus in the middle of the night? What does he tell Brutus?

