Modern Music as Poetry

Comfortably Numb by Pink Floyd

Hello?




Is there anybody in there?

Just nod if you can hear me.

Is there anyone home?

Come on, now.



5

I hear you're feeling down.

Well I can ease your pain,

Get you on your feet again.

Relax.

I need some information first.


10

Just the basic facts,

Can you show me where it hurts?

There is no pain, you are receding.

A distant ship's smoke on the horizon.

You are only coming through in waves.

15

Your lips move but I can't hear what you're sayin'.

When I was a child I had a fever.

My hands felt just like two balloons.

Now I got that feeling once again.

I can't explain, you would not understand.

20

This is not how I am.

I have become comfortably numb.

Ok.

Just a little pinprick.

There'll be no more ...Aaaaaahhhhh!

25

But you may feel a little sick.

Can you stand up?

I do believe it's working. Good.

That'll keep you going for the show.

Come on it's time to go.


30

There is no pain, you are receding.

A distant ship's smoke on the horizon.

You are only coming through in waves.

Your lips move but I can't hear what you're sayin'.

When I was a child I caught a fleeting glimpse,
35

Out of the corner of my eye.

I turned to look but it was gone.

I cannot put my finger on it now.

The child is grown, the dream is gone.

I have become comfortably numb.

40

1.  Identify each of the figures of speech in lines 14, 18, 25, 

     38.

2.  Who do you think is the speaker in the poem? Why?

3.  What is your interpretation of the poem’s meaning?  

     Explain your answer.

4.  How is the title of the poem related to the song’s 

     meaning?

White Flag - Dido

I know you think that I shouldn't still love you,

Or tell you that.

But if I didn't say it, well I'd still have felt it

Where's the sense in that?

I promise I'm not trying to make your life harder
5

Or return to where we were

Chorus:

But I won’t go down with this ship

And I won't put my hands up and surrender

There will be no white flag above my door

10

I'm in love and always will be

I know I left too much mess and

destruction to come back again

And I caused nothing but trouble

I understand if you can't talk to me again

15

And if you live by the rules of "it’s over"

Then I'm sure that that makes sense

Repeat chorus

And when we meet

Which I'm sure we will

All that was there

Will be there still



25

I'll let you pass

And hold me tongue

And you will think

That I've moved on....

Repeat chorus 3x

1.  Who do you believe is the speaker in this poem?

2.  What is your interpretation of the poem’s meaning?

3.  The chorus of this song is very revealing about the poem’s meaning.  What figure of speech is employed in it and how does this relate to the poem’s interpretation?  Why is it effective?

Luka by Suzanne Vega

My name is Luka

I live on the second floor

I live upstairs from you

Yes I think you've seen me before 

If you hear something late at night
5

Some kind of trouble. some kind of fight

Just don't ask me what it was

Just don't ask me what it was

Just don't ask me what it was 

I think it's because I'm clumsy

10

I try not to talk too loud

Maybe it's because I'm crazy

I try not to act too proud

They only hit until you cry

And after that you don't ask why

15

You just don't argue anymore

You just don't argue anymore

You just don't argue anymore

Yes I think I'm okay

I walked into the door again

20

Well, if you ask that's what I'll say

And it's not your business anyway

I guess I'd like to be alone

With nothing broken, nothing thrown 

Just don't ask me how I am

25

Just don't ask me how I am

Just don't ask me how I am

1.  Describe the speaker in this poem.

2.  Who is the speaker speaking to?  

3.  What is your interpretation of the poem’s meaning?  What evidence can you offer from the poem?


Possession  by  Sarah MacLachlan

Listen as the wind blows from across the great divide


Voices trapped in yearning , memories trapped in time

The night is my companion , and solitude my guide

Would I spend forever here and not be satisfied ?

Chorus:

And I would be the one


5

To hold you down

Kiss you so hard

I'll take your breath away

And after , I'd wipe away the tears

Just close your eyes dear


10

Through this world I've stumbled

So many times betrayed

Trying to find an honest word to find

The truth enslaved

Oh you speak to me in riddles


15

And you speak to me in rhymes

My body aches to breathe your breath

Your words keep me alive

Repeat chorus

Into this night I wander




It's morning that I dread


20

Another day of knowing of

The path I fear to tread

Oh into the sea of waking dreams

I follow without pride





Nothing stands between us here


25

And I won't be denied

And I would be the one

To hold you down

Kiss you so hard




I'll take your breath away


30

And after, I'd wipe away the tears 

Just close your eyes ...

1.  Identify each of the figures of speech in lines 2 and 3.

2.  Examine the chorus for this song.  What kind of relationship does this appear to be?

3.  Identifying the speaker of this poem is particularly difficult, and very helpful in discovering the poem’s meaning.  Look closely at lines 15, 16 and 18.  What can you determine about who “you” might be?

4. Why might the speaker “dread” the morning in line 20?  What clue might this give us about the relationship he/she has with the person being spoken to?

5.  What interpretation can you offer for this poem?

What It’s Like by Everlast
We've all seen the man at the liquor store beggin' for your change

The hair on his face is dirty, dreadlocked and full of mange
He ask the man for what he could spare with shame in his eyes
Get a job you f*&^%n' slob's all he replied


CHORUS:
God forbid you ever had to walk a mile in his shoes
                 5 'Cause then you really might know what it's like to sing the blues
Then you really might know what it's like (X4)

Mary got pregnant from a kid named Tom who said he was in love
He said don't worry about a thing baby doll I'm the man you've been dreamin' of




10
But three months later he said he won't date her or return her call
And she sweared god damn if I find that man I'm cuttin' off his balls
And then she heads for the clinic and she gets some static walkin' through the doors
They call her a killer, and they call her a sinner, and they call her a 15 whore

CHORUS
God forbid you ever had to walk a mile in her shoes
'Cause then you really might know what it's like to have to choose
Then you really might know what it's like (X4)
I've seen a rich man beg



20
I've seen a good man sin
I've seen a tough man cry
I've seen a loser win
And a sad man grin
I heard an honest man lie



25
I've seen the good side of bad
And the down side of up
And everything between
I licked the silver spoon
Drank from the golden cup



30
Smoked the finest green
I stroked daddies dimes at least a couple of times
Before I broke their heart
You know where it ends
Yo, it usually depends on where you start


35
I knew this kid named Max
He used to get fat stacks out on the corner with drugs
He liked to hang out late at night
Liked to get shit faced
And keep pace with thugs



40
Until late one night there was a big gun fight
Max lost his head
He pulled out his chrome .45
Talked some shit
And wound up dead




45
Now his wife and his kids are caught in the midst of all of his pain
You know it crumbles that way
At least that's what they say when you play the game

CHORUS
God forbid you ever had to wake up to hear the news
'Cause then you really might know what it's like to have to lose
50
Then you really might know what it's like (X4) To have to lose... 

1.  Identify the figure of speech used in lines in lines 5 & 6.

2.  What figure of speech is being used in lines 26 & 27?

3.  Metonymy is a figure of speech we haven’t looked at.  It refers to a figure of speech that uses a concept closely related to the thing actually meant.  This song uses metonymy in lines 32 and 37.  What are they and what is actually being referred to?

4.  This song illustrates 3 different social issues, what are they and what is the overall message of the poem?

Brick  by  Ben Folds Five  
6 am day after Christmas

I throw some clothes on in the dark

The smell of cold

Car seat is freezing

The world is sleeping


5

I am numb

Up the stairs to her apartment

She is balled up on the couch

Her mom and dad went down to Charlotte

they're not home to find us out

10

And we drive

Now that I have found someone

I'm feeling more alone

Than I ever have before

Chorus:

She's a brick and I'm drowning slowly
15

off the coast and I'm headed nowhere

She's a brick and I'm drowning slowly

they call her name at 7:30

I pace around the parking lot

then I walk down to buy her flowers
20

And sell some gifts that I got

Can't you see




It's not me you're dying for

Now she's feeling more alone

Than she ever has before

25

Chorus

As weeks went by

It showed that she was not fine

They told me son it's time to tell the truth

She broke down and I broke down

Cause I was tired of lying

30

Driving home to her apartment

For the moment we're alone

She's alone

I'm alone

Now I know it


35

1.  This poem is full of imagery, especially in the first stanza.  What does this imagery contribute to the feeling of the song as it begins?

2.  Who do you believe is the speaker in this poem?  Support you answer.

3.  Identify the 2 figures of speech in line 15.

4.  The biggest clue to this song’s meaning is in lines20 –21.  Who do you think the “you” is that is being referred to?

5.  Who do you think “they” is referring to in line 16 and what are they not hear to “find out”?

6.  Explain the paradox in the 3rd stanza.

7.  What is your interpretation of the poem’s meaning?

Youth of a Nation – P.O.D.

Last day of the rest of my life



I wish I would’ve known

Cause I didn't kiss my mama goodbye

I didn’t tell her that I loved her, how much I cared

Or thank my pops for all the talks

5

And all the wisdom he shared

Unaware, I just did what I always do

Everyday, the same routine

Before I skate off to school

But who knew that this day wasn’t like the rest
10

Instead of taking a test

I took two to the chest

Call me blind, but I didn’t see it coming

Everybody was running

But I couldn’t hear nothing


15

Except 

gun blasts, it happened so fast

I don’t really know this kid

Even though I sit by him in class

Maybe this kid was reaching out for love

20

Or maybe for a moment

He forgot who he was

Or maybe this kid just wanted to be hugged

Whatever it was

I know it’s because


25

Chorus:

We are, We are, (We are) the youth of the nation

We are, We are, (We are) youth of the nation

We are, We are, (We are) the youth of the nation

We are, We are, (We are) youth of the nation

Little Suzy, she was only twelve

30

She was given the world

With every chance to excel

Hang with the boys and hear the stories they tell

She might act kind of proud

But no respect for herself


35

She finds love in all the wrong places

The same situations

Just different faces

Changed up her pace since her daddy left her

Too bad he never told her


40

She deserved much better

Johnny boy always played the fool

He broke all the rules

So you would think he was cool

He was never really one of the guys

45

No matter how hard he tried

Often thought of suicide

It’s kind of hard when you ain’t got no friends

He put his life to an end

They might remember him then

50

You cross the line and there’s no turning back

Told the world how he felt

With the sound of a gat

Chorus 

Who’s to blame for the lives that tragedies claim

No matter what you say


55

It don’t take away the pain




That I feel inside, I’m tired of all the lies

Don’t nobody know why

It’s the blind leading the blind

I guess that’s the way the story goes

60

Will it ever make sense

Somebody’s got to know

There’s got to be more to life than this

There’s got to be more to everything

I thought exists
65

Chorus:

We are, We are, the youth of the nation

We are, We are, youth of the nation

We are, We are, (We are, we are) the youth of the nation

We are, We are, (We are, we are) youth of the nation

We are, We are, (We are, we are) the youth of the nation

(the youth of the nation)

We are, We are, (We are, we are) youth of the nation

(youth of the nation)

We are, We are, (We are, we are) the youth of the nation

(the youth of the nation)

We are, We are, (We are, we are) youth of the nation

(youth of the nation)

We are...

Youth of the nation

We are...

Youth of the nation

We are...

Youth of the nation

We are...
1.  Similar to the poem “What It’s Like”, this poem describes different societal scenarios.  What are the three scenarios depicted in this poem?

2.  Instead of just describing the scenarios, how does the poet bring the reader into the lyrics of the poem?  What effect does this have on the poem’s meaning?

3.  How is the message of this poem different from “What it’s Like”? 

4.  How is the title connected to the message?

5.  Who do you think the message is for?

Self Esteem  by  The Offspring  

I wrote her off for the tenth time today

And practiced all the things I would say

But she came over

I lost my nerve

I took her back and made her dessert

5

Now I know I'm being used

That's okay man cause I like the abuse

I know she's playing with me

That's okay cause I've got no self esteem

We make plans to go out at night


10

I wait till 2 then I turn out the light

All this rejection's got me so low

If she keep it up I just might tell her so

When she's saying that she wants only me

Then I wonder why she sleeps with my friends
15

When she's saying that I'm like a disease

Then I wonder how much more I can spend

Well I guess I should stick up for myself

But I really think it's better this way

The more you suffer



20

The more it shows you really care; Right ?

Now I'll relate this little bit

That happens more than I'd like to admit

Late at night she knocks on my door

Drunk again and looking to score


25

Now I know I should say no

But that's kind of hard when she's ready to go

I may be dumb But I'm not a dweeb

I'm just a sucker with no self esteem.

1.  Identify the speaker in this poem and support your answer.

2.  What had the speaker intended in lines 1 & 2? What figure of speech is line 1?

3.  Identify the figure of speech in line 16.  What is meant by this comparison?

4.  Do you agree with lines 20-21?  Explain.

5.  Explain the poet’s meaning in lines 28 – 29.

6.  Characterize the kind of relationship depicted in this song.

7.  How is the title of the song relevant? 

8.  Considering that the members of Offspring are considerably older than their majority audience, what message do you think they might be trying to send with this song?

