The Literary Analysis Essay 

A literary analysis essay is an essay where you offer your observations about a poem, story, novel or play.  You must be critical in your evaluation of the literature and support your observations with evidence from the selection(s).

Often your teacher will give you a list of topics to choose from which, in turn, will guide your essay’s thesis.  Sometimes, however, you will be left on your own to make connections to a literary piece.

Literary analysis essay from

A literary analysis essay follows the same basic format as a standard essay: Introduction, body, and conclusion.  It differs slightly, however, in the fact that it is organized to include specific information in specific places.  The following is a guide to follow in setting up this kind of essay:

Introductory Paragraph:

A. Sentence #1 – Give the name of the author and work you will be discussing in this opening sentence.  If you are writing a comparison/contrast essay, you must mention both works and thus both authors.

B.  Sentence #2 and  #3 – Summary statements.  Summarize the work(s) in 2 sentences.  (obviously you may need to allot 4 sentences for this in a comparison/contrast essay).

C.  Sentence #4 – Central idea.  State exactly what you are going to prove in one sentence.

D.  Sentence #5 and #6 – Thesis statements.  In two sentences mention all the proofs (at least 3) you will be using in the body of the essay to support your central idea.

Body:

Write at least one paragraph for each of the proofs mentioned in sentence #5 and #6.  Deal with each in the order in which they were mentioned.  Remember you may write as many paragraphs as you wish on each.

Conclusion:

This is the final paragraph.  You must conclude only on the central idea from paragraph one, sentence #4.  You may mention further proofs that could be explored at another time.

