Grade 7 Language Arts

Reading and Writing Workshop: Structure and Expectations

General Structure:

Language Arts will be run in a workshop format.  It is scheduled in 30 and 60 minute blocks.  The basic structure will be as follows:

	Times

Beginning


	Components

Mini-lesson

	Middle
	Individual Reading/Individual Writing

Student Conferencing/Peer Revising/Editing

Guided Reading/Writing

Written Responses

	End
	Group Share

Status of Class

Evaluation 




Explanation of the parts of the workshop:

Mini-lesson:  This is structured time where the class is presented a lesson. Students will keep notes on mini-lessons.  The lessons will be presented on a variety of things, including, but not limited to, genre study, language usage, spelling, grammar, comprehension strategies, literary elements, revision strategies, reading strategies.  Mini-lessons will be based on students’ need, and on the unit being presented.  
Individual work:  Most of the time during workshop, students will spend time engaged in actual reading and writing.  Some activities students may be engaged in during independent work time includes, but is not limited to:  independent reading, paired reading, listening to a text, journal work, book reviews, book talks, research and presentation work, practicing a strategy, peer conferences, teacher conferences, student-led book discussions (genre study, literature circles), group work, projects, drafting, revising, editing, publishing, etc.  During this time, I will be interacting with students, conferencing, with students, and collecting assessment information, which I use to assess student need and plan future instruction, both individually and for the whole class.

Share time: At the end of the class, students will be reminded of what they learned this class and given any homework they may have.

Supplies:

Pens, pencils, loose-leaf, binder, duo-tangs, colored pencils, novel, agenda
Evaluation:

The grade students receive in Language Arts comes from the work they do in class and at home.  It is very important that students pay careful attention during class and put their best effort into all of their work.

All of the work that we do will be to demonstrate achievement of one or more of the learning outcomes for Language Arts.  Assessment takes the form of in-class assignments, projects, teacher observation, discussion, etc.  Assessment is daily and on going, so it is important to be in class and ready to learn!

All assignments will have reasonable due dates.  If an assignment is missed, students must have a legitimate excuse and, at my discretion, an extension will be given.  As per the Assessment and Evaluation Policy of the HRSB, students who have not submitted assignments by the extended deadline “will have missed that opportunity to demonstrate achievement towards the outcomes addressed in that assignment.” Therefore, it is VERY important that students work hard to meet all deadlines!  When homework is assigned it will be checked at the BEGINNING of the NEXT class, as it is needed for that day’s lesson!  

Communication:

Parents should note that ALL ASSESSED WORK WILL BE SENT HOME TO BE SIGNED BY A PARENT OR GUARDIAN!  Therefore, students should note that I WILL BE EXPECTING, AND CHECKING, SIGNATURES!   Parents are encouraged to contact me via e-mail, at awalker3@staff.ednet.ns.ca or phone at 457-8960, if they have any questions or concerns.  You can also visit my webpage at http://hrsbstaff.ednet.ns.ca/amacneil3/ for general information and links.

I look forward to a great year!

Mrs. Angela Walker
