Curriculum Night 2011 – Fairview Junior High

General Information: Science and Healthy Living
Supplies: novel, agenda, pen, pencil, eraser, colored pencils, binder, paper
Evaluation:
 
The grade students receive for both classes comes from the work they do in class and at home.  It is very important that they pay careful attention during class and put their best effort into all their work.  
All the work that we do will be to demonstrate achievement of one or more of the learning outcomes for science and healthy living.  Students’ grades reflect how many outcomes they have demonstrated and how well they have been demonstrated.  Assessment and evaluation could take the form of tests, quizzes, homework assignments, in-class assignments, labs, projects, observation, discussion, etc. Assessment is daily and on going, so it is important that students are in class and ready to learn!
 
All assignments will have reasonable due dates.  If an assignment is missed, students must have a legitimate excuse and, at my discretion, an extension will be given.  As per the Assessment and Evaluation Policy of the HRSB, students who have not submitted assignments by the extended deadline “will have missed that opportunity to demonstrate achievement towards the outcomes addressed in that assignment.” Therefore, it is VERY important that students work hard to meet all deadlines!  When homework is given it will be checked at the BEGINNING of the NEXT class, as it is needed for that day’s lesson!  
Grade 7 Science
  
This year in science we will be looking at four general curriculum outcomes that will help us to expand our scientific literacy.  The four major outcomes are:
 
1. Science, technology, society, and the environment (STSE) – Students will develop an understanding of the nature of science and technology, of the relationships between science and technology, and of the social and environmental contexts of science and technology. 

2. Skills – Students will develop skills required for scientific and technological inquiry, for solving problems, for communicating scientific ideas and results, for working collaboratively, and for making informed decisions. 

3. Knowledge – Students will construct knowledge and understandings of concepts such as pure mixtures and substances, heat, the earth’s crust, and interactions within ecosystems. 

4. Attitudes – Students will be encouraged to develop attitudes that support the responsible acquisition and application of scientific and technological knowledge to the mutual benefit of self, society, and the environment. 

 
Specific Units to be Covered:

 
1. Introductory Unit
2. Pure Substances and Mixtures 
3. Heat 
4. Interactions within Ecosystems 

5. Earth’s Crust 

Healthy Living
The aim of Healthy Living is to assist students in developing skills, personal values, and positive attitudes to make wise and responsible decisions in all aspects of their lives – physical, social, mental, emotional, and spiritual.  Students will recognize that they are responsible for, and in control of, their personal health.  It is important that students acquire the skills and apply what they have learned about their personal well-being.
 
Healthy Living is an important course that covers many topics that are important to young adolescents.  It is a time to explore issues that affect their health, their relationships, their community, the choices they make about their lifestyle, and the goals they might set for the future.   
 
The three main themes we will be covering this year are as follows:
1.      Healthy Self (school and learning, goals, drugs and alcohol, puberty, pregnancy, mental health)
2.      Healthy Relationships (types of relationships, contraception, positive/negative peer pressure)
3.      Healthy Community (social networking, physical activity, community resources)
 
As some of the required and important material may be of a sensitive nature, it is essential that students are respectful and non-judgmental of others.  It is important that all students find their voice and feel comfortable, both in asking questions, as well as expressing their views and opinions in a respectful manner.  Furthermore, if some students are uncomfortable discussing some material in the classroom, it is important that they express themselves in other avenues, whether it is talking to me individually, or writing about it.
 
Discussion Class:
 
Part of the course this year will include discussion classes.  It is vital that students are actively listening to the discussion as well as participating on a regular basis.  Discussion classes are an important part of the assessment as they are directly linked to the Healthy Living outcomes.  
 
Journal:
 
As part of the course, students will be asked to keep a journal.  They may be required to give their opinion, reflect on discussions, ask questions, express their feelings, etc. Students will need a Hilroy-type scribbler or duotang to be used as the journal.  
Communication:  Science and Healthy Living
 
Parents should note that ASSESSED WORK WILL BE SENT HOME TO BE SIGNED BY A PARENT OR GUARDIAN!  Parents are encouraged to contact me via e-mail, at awalker3@staff.ednet.ns.ca or phone at 457-8960, if there are any questions or concerns.  Also, please visit my webpage at http://hrsbstaff.ednet.ns.ca/amacneil3/ for homework information.
I look forward to a great year!
                                                                                      
Mrs. Angela Walker
