903 Immersion Science/Math/Healthy Living

 2011-2012
Welcome back to Gorsebrook Junior High.  My name is Amy Mercer, and I will be leading your child through the grade 9 Science, Math and Healthy Living curriculum.
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	Science
	Math
	Healthy Living

	Course Objective

	I hope to encourage and motivate your child to view the world through the eyes of Science, and to ensure a successful school year in meeting the outcomes required in the Grade 9 curriculum.
	I hope to encourage and motivate your child to view the world through the eyes of Math, and to ensure a successful school year in meeting the outcomes required in the Grade 9 curriculum.

	I hope to develop within your child a healthy sense of self and an awareness of the world in which they live.



	Course Overview

	The grade nine science program presents an opportunity to continue developing scientific literacy as an evolving combination of the science-related attitudes, skills, and knowledge. Within an environment that encouraged critical thinking, students will further develop inquiry, problem-solving, and decision-making abilities, as they consider many of the world’s wonders.
This year we will examine in depth, human development, atoms and elements, characteristics of electricity, and space exploration.


	The grade nine math program presents an opportunity to continue developing literacy in mathematics as an evolving combination of the math-related attitudes, skills, and knowledge. Students will improve upon abilities in inquiry, problem-solving, and decision-making, while acquiring a greater sense of Math, as it impacts the world around them.

This year will further build upon students’ foundations in number sense, number operations, patterns, measurement, geometry, data management and probability.
	The grade nine healthy living program presents an opportunity by which students may consider the needs and expectations of, and for, the individual as an ever evolving member of society. Students will further develop skills in inquiry, problem-solving, and decision-making on their way to understanding and developing citizenship. 

This year will build upon students’ foundations in growth & development.  Furthermore, it will provide models of strategies, values and practices for healthy living, positive personal development and healthy relationships.



Homework/Assignments

· Homework provides students with the opportunity to practice the skills learned in class and to identify concepts they need help with. Students should be prepared to be assessed on their practice at any time. 
· Student agendas are to be used to record homework and assignments.
· Students will be expected to complete all incomplete homework/assignments Mondays at lunch.
Extra-help

· Extra help is available Mondays at lunch from 12:00-12:30. 
· Students who have attended extra help on a specific learning outcome will have the opportunity to sign up to demonstrate their improved understanding. 
Assessments

· All math and science assessments will be written / presented on alternate Fridays. Healthy Living portfolios will be taken in for assessment periodically.
· New this year… all materials for presentations must be submitted 2 days prior to the scheduled due date – this includes emailed copies of electronic presentations and hard copies of electronic documents. Parents of students with incomplete or missing materials will be contacted to ensure all work is received by the due date.
· Please note that assignments will not be accepted past the due date unless an extension has been requested and granted in advance.
· All assessments will be sent home for parent signature.
Methods of Communication
· My teacher web page <<http://hrsbstaff.ednet.ns.ca/alawton>> is updated daily and includes a scrolling banner with important dates/notices for the week, a homework page, an interactive monthly calendar with assignment outlines and rubrics, curriculum and assessments plans, outcomes and more.  
· Emails/Phone calls

· Parent-Teacher meetings

· Report Cards

Please do not hesitate to contact me with questions and concerns, or for an update on your child’s progress.  I look forward to working with you in ensuring your child’s success and happiness here at Gorsebrook Jr. High.  

Mme (Amy) Mercer

alawton@staff.ednet.ns.ca 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Please complete and return this portion.

Student: ______________________

Parent(s)/Guardien(s): ______________________________
                          ______________________________
Phone: ____________ (h) ___________ (w) ____________ (c)

Email: ___________________________________________

Preferred method of communication: □ Phone
□ Email
Signature: ____________________
